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Read: Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18; Psalm 34; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 

   So there’s this guy, his name if Dr Peter Kreeft, he’s great. He’s a professor out 

at Boston College and he teaches philosophy. Boston College is a Catholic college 

and so Dr Peter says every semester he asks his students, who are mostly Catholic 

who take his class, he says okay if you died tonight and you get to the gates of 

Heaven, why should you be let in? And I don’t know if you’ve ever thought about 

that question but if you died tonight and you get to the gates of Heaven, and they 

ask you hey why should we let you in here? What would you say? And Dr Peter 

says most of the students will say things like well I try to be good. They say things 

like I try to go to mass. They say things like I try not to be a jerk. And all those 

answers are interesting but they’re all wrong. Everything they say is wrong and 

this professor says every semester all these Catholic kids, a lot of them have gone 

to Catholic grade school, Catholic high school, but they always get this wrong. 

None of them say the actual right answer. Why should you be let into Heaven? 

And they always say some various forms of because of my resume, cause of what 

I’ve done. And I would actually put the Pharisee in our gospel into this same group 

of students because the thing is he doesn’t start off wrong. In this gospel the 

Pharisee starts out awesome. He goes up to the temple, that’s awesome. To pray, 

that’s a good thing. At the beginning of his prayer oh God thank you, that’s a 

great way to start a prayer. In fact that’s a good way to end a prayer, that is a 

prayer. Oh God thank you, Amen, leave. So he starts out fantastically but then he 

gets it wrong cause it’s kinda like he pulls out his resume. Hey God, this is my 

transcript. God this is what I have to offer, this is what I have been doing and this 

is why you should hear me because of what I’ve done. And I don’t now if you’ve 

ever been in that place with your own relationship with God where if I do more, if 

I do enough, then I’ll be enough, and I can keep His love, or He’ll listen to me. But 

if you’ve ever done that or that’s what you are doing that’s a way to make 

yourself absolutely exhausted because all it is is this resume relationship. It’s see 

all I’ve done, please love me. And a lot of times I think that’s how we come into 

our relationship with God. So I don’t know if you’ve ever felt exhausted by that 

where you’re in this place where this is all I’ve been doing, and I can never do 

enough for Him. I can never have enough or offer enough, I can never be enough. 

And sometimes I think that’s what we think faith is. If you do enough then you’ll 



have enough. And if you have enough faith then you’ll be enough for God. And 

what that ultimately is is this form of resume relationship where someone asks do 

you have faith. And you say well ya, look at my resume. Why should you go to 

Heaven? Well just look at my resume. Look at all the things that I’ve done for 

God. And crazy thing, I think this is the error of our times. I think for so many 

Christians this is the error of our church that you don’t need Jesus you just need 

to be good. You don’t need Jesus really just be a good person. You don’t need to 

rely on Him in how you live your life, but you rely on your own goodness. And a 

lot of people I think that’s what for them Christianity is where you get to the end 

and just have a really good resume. This list of reasons why God should accept 

you. Why God should love you where when we go to prayer it’s like the Pharisee. 

Here’s this list of reasons why God should hear me. A lot of us I know we have the 

other list as well. We have that list where it says God here’s why you shouldn’t 

choose me. God here’s why you shouldn’t love me; here’s why you shouldn’t hear 

me. And it’s the opposite but it’s still this resume faith. A Christianity without 

Jesus. And yet the very heart of Christianity is Jesus and I know sometimes I live 

my faith like I’m the central character of the story. It’s much more about me than 

it is about Jesus. But He’s actually the central character, He’s at the heart of 

everything. So when I come before God, I don’t come with my resume I present 

Him Jesus’ resume because Christianity is Jesus inviting us into His victory. He 

invites us into His life, into His story so when we go to pray, He invites us into His 

prayer with the Father. And so it’s all about Him and Him coming to life inside of 

us. Now at the same time that doesn’t mean I don’t do anything because faith is 

not passive. Remember last week I was saying God wants us to be engaged in the 

battle? Faith moves you; faith is active and so if Jesus is alive in me, He’s gonna do 

stuff through me. Faith is why St Paul can say what he does today in the second 

reading. So this is from his last letter that he ever wrote. These are the last words 

Paul ever put to paper before he died. His last words are I am poured out like a 

libation. If you don’t know what libation is, it’s this big jug of wine that in a ritual 

ceremony you just pour it out onto the floor as a symbol to the last drop. Paul is 

saying that’s what I am. I’ve run the race, I’ve kept the faith, I’ve fought the good 

fight. So he’s saying I’m empty, I’ve given everything I can for Jesus. And so we 

have to do something if Jesus is alive in us, that’s not where our hope comes 

from. Our hope comes from Jesus. And here’s the thing, if you live by this resume 

faith, you might have to come to the point where you are empty. Where you tried 



everything and you realize I can never do enough, I can never have enough, I can 

never be enough. And you have to get broken of your resume faith by being 

poured out and then realizing you still don’t have enough. What I mean by that is 

this, sometimes as Christians we forget that we’re not the savior. We forget that 

we’re not the one’s who can bring us to Heaven, it has to be Jesus. We have put 

our faith in our resume because we think our goodness will save us. But it doesn’t 

get the job done and when we realize that we kinda come crashing down. When 

we realize I’m not the hero of the story. I can never do enough, I will never have 

enough or be enough, I’m not the hero I thought I was and now all I have, the only 

one I can turn to is Jesus and when we get there that’s where real faith starts. So 

let me ask you this morning does your faith need Jesus? The way you live your 

Christian faith day in and day out do you need Jesus because we as Chrisitan’s 

can’t have a faith that doesn’t actually rely on Him. Maybe we need to be broken 

of our resume faith by being poured out, having nothing left of our own to rely on 

and all I have now are empty hands. Do you realize that virtually every saint 

points to the same thing that at the end of life I’m gonna come before God with 

empty hands. St Thomas Aquinas, this great saint, great theologian, he did so 

much in his life, he wrote so many works of theology, He could dictate four 

different books at the same time. Did so much and at the end of his life he has 

this vision of God, and he comes away and he says everything I’ve done is straw – 

it’s nothing. Pope Benedict, the greatest theologian of the last century, Pope 

Benedict he said this the people who are true Christians don’t flaunt their 

achievements before God. They don’t show Him their resume. He says they don’t 

stride into God’s presence as if they were partners able to engage God on equal 

footing. He says they don’t lay claim to some reward that God needs to give them 

for what they’ve done. Benedict says a real Christian is a lover who simply wants 

to let God bestow His gifts on them, but they come with empty hands. So this is 

the last thing, I said earlier I think the error of our time, the error of our time is 

that we don’t need Jesus we just need to be good. We just need to do enough so 

that we can have enough then we’ll be enough. And I love the fact that God 

knows that. He knows that about us. He knows the way we think. He knows our 

wounds. He knows our temptation to live with this resume faith. And that’s why 

the greatest saint that God has raised up in the past two-three hundred years, the 

greatest saint He raised up was this 24-year-old girl who literally accomplished 

nothing in her life, NOTHING. There’s this girl, her name is St Therese of Lisieux. 



When St Therese was 15 years old she went to live in the Carmelite monastery. 

And I know what you’re thinking, ya well she was a nun. Like how can she not be 

Holy? I’m never gonna do that, I’m never gonna go that far or whatever. But 

Therese, she went into the convent, and she said okay I’m gonna become this 

huge saint. I’m gonna do so much for God, I’m gonna build up my resume so I can 

stand before Him at the end of my life. And then she got there and realized she 

couldn’t even pray the prayers like the other sisters could. She couldn’t even 

make it through one time at prayer without falling asleep. She wrote that about 

herself in her diary. I can’t even get through one prayer time without falling 

asleep. Like you guys are doing better than that this morning. Good job! At 24 she 

was on her death bed; she was dying of tuberculosis. And she was lying there one 

day and there were these two nuns outside talking in the garden and she could 

hear them cause her window was open and they were the ones in charge of 

writing her obituary in the newsletter when Therese died. And their dilemma was 

this, they said what do we say about her? She’s done nothing. What will it say, she 

entered nine years ago now she’s dead. The end. And Therese said when she 

heard that she smiled because God raised up this young woman who 

accomplished nothing to let us know. To let us know without question that God 

doesn’t want our resume, He just wants us. St Therese wrote in her diary; she 

wrote I’m going to approach the Father at the end of my life with empty hands. 

When I die I’m going to appear before the Father with empty hands because I 

have nothing to offer but myself. The one He created to be loved and that will be 

enough. And so many Pope’s and other people have said Therese is the single 

greatest saint that has lived in the last 500 years. She accomplished nothing. She 

has done far more from her place in Heaven as a saint, working miracles and 

interceding for people, then she ever did on earth. She wrote in her diary before 

she died my Heaven will be spent doing good on earth but while she was here her 

resume was empty. All she had was empty hands. And so this is the question, 

when you and I go to pray who do we appeal to? What do we appeal to? Do we 

appeal to our resume, or do we just appeal to Jesus? Do we appeal to what we’ve 

done, or do we appeal to what He’s done? And you and I have the opportunity to 

do just that in just a few moments because in a few moments we’re gonna come 

forward and receive Him in Holy Communion. And the way you do that is with 

empty hands. And I know some people receive on the tongue, that’s awesome, 

it’s still with empty hands. We come before the Lord, and we just hold them out. 



And what does He do? He places all of Himself, all of His love, His everything into 

our emptiness. You have nothing and I have nothing to offer. We come with 

empty hands. But with those empty hands we can receive Jesus and all of His love 

and His grace and His gifts and He can live in us and through us. And doing this 

over and over again it cures us of resume faith so that you and I can have a living 

and real faith in Jesus Christ. In what He has accomplished and what He wants to 

accomplish through us.  

Amen 


